Regulation of RNA polymerase through the secondary channel.
High-resolution crystal structures have highlighted functionally important regions in multisubunit RNA polymerases, including the secondary channel, or pore, which is postulated to allow the diffusion of small molecules both into and out of the active center of the enzyme. Recent work from several groups has illustrated how regulatory factors and small molecules can exploit the secondary channel to gain access to the active site and modify the transcription properties of RNA polymerase.